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MEDIA RELEASE

Editors, Chiefs of Staff & News Editors 

February  4, 2008
Tullamarine Panel and Advisory Committee recalled for extraordinary hearing on 13 February-

Cleanaway and EPA asked to explain illegal stockpiles at toxic dump.   
 Terminate Tulla Toxic Dump Acton group welcomes today’s notification that the Panel and Advisory Committee appointed by Planning Minster Madden is to reconvene on February 13. PAC was due to report to the Minister on 7 February.   

 Kaylene Wilson Spokesperson of TTTDAG said “Although this means the report to the minister is delayed we think Cleanaway and the EPA need to explain to the public how the 15,000 cubic metres of illegally stockpiled waste at the dump impacts on the facility, especially as Cleanaway told PAC they only had 10,000 cubic metres left.

“Cleanaway has refused to speak to the local press to keep the local community informed so we are pleased that the panel reconvened and requested an explanation.”

 Helen van den Berg, spokesperson of Friends of Steele Creek said 

“We also welcome the reconvening of PAC. Given  that the  recent   GOLDERS Secondary Risk Assessment [SRA] describes how the  Tullamarine toxic dump has so polluted the groundwater that it’s unfit   for watering  parks or gardens, it’s  unfit   for  live stock to drink and it’s  unfit  for filling swimming pools. There are 72 bores in the area and those people are entitled to know that the groundwater in this region is polluted and that the pollution comes from Cleanaway’s toxic dump.”
“The SRA report clearly details that pollution from the site is spreading through the ancient underground valleys and the groundwater flows south towards Port Phillip Bay. The dump never had a base liner so the pollution is penetrating the deep aquifers.  Some estimates say the pollution will stabilise between 2.5km and 4 km from the site and other statements say it’s impossible to fully track because the surrounding rock is fractured.” 

What is clear is that Cleanaway has broken the law for they have contaminated the groundwater. They must be held accountable for the pollution escaping their ‘secure landfill’ and the EPA must in consultation with the community order a cleanup of the site 

 For further comment call Kaylene Mob:  0402 135 507 Helen: 93799 1185

