 TTTDAG Inc is very pleased to announce the Cleanaway toxic dump will close much sooner than the proposed September 2009 timeframe.  Recent developments have highlighted the fact that Cleanaway have RUN OUT OF ROOM in which to dump any more hazardous materials and, effective Monday, the 18th of February, the dump will NOT be accepting any more waste until a survey is done of the site’s actual capacity.

 

TTTDAG Inc will monitor further developments in order to ensure the dump remains closed.  We will strongly object to any moves to extend the life of this toxic dump.  

 

Stay tuned for further developments!

 

EPA Media Release

TULLAMARINE LANDFILL CLOSURE DRAWS NEAR

12 February 2008

Transpacific Cleanaway Pty Ltd (TPI) has advised EPA that the Tullamarine landfill will reach the capacity limits in the EPA licence much earlier than expected.
EPA executive director regional services Bruce Dawson said “from Monday, February 18, acceptance of waste at the site will be put on hold pending the outcome of a further survey of the site’s remaining capacity. Waste will only continue to be accepted at the site should EPA agree that capacity is available in line with the conditions of the licence.”

This follows an extensive ongoing EPA investigation of possible offences regarding TPI's compliance with their licence. The company is cooperating with this investigation. 

“The recent notice issued by EPA directed TPI to move approximately 15,000 cubic metres of stockpiled waste into the active landfill area. When this is completed the site will be resurveyed to determine what capacity or airspace remains,” Mr Dawson said.

TPI will be moving this stockpile into available landfill space over the next two weeks. 

“The current licence includes both dates by which hazardous waste disposal must cease and limitations on the allowable volume of waste able to be deposited at the site. EPA has made it clear that we will rigorously enforce these conditions. Our investigation makes it clear that the site will reach its capacity well before the above mandated dates.”

TPI has indicated it will apply to EPA to bring these dates in the licence forward. EPA will consult publicly on any application to change TPI’s licence.

Mr Dawson said “EPA believes this brings the schedule for ceasing hazardous waste disposal forward to no later than August 2008 rather than the current September 2009 specified in the licence“ 

TPI has also advised EPA that it has withdrawn its application to build a double composite lined cell, which is the subject of a Panel hearing. 

Mr Dawson said EPA will continue to monitor the landfill well after its closure and ensure cleanup and rehabilitation of the site is completed.

“This site has been operating as a landfill since the 1970s when practices in Australia and around the world, involved disposal of industrial liquid waste to landfills. This practice was banned in the mid 1980s. The historical liquid waste disposal at this site has left a legacy of potential impact on groundwater. 

”Significant work has been done to assess those impacts and commence clean up”

Mr Dawson said the company would not be able walk away from its obligation to manage the site and they will be required to employ the most effective technologies and expertise to deal with the site’s issues.

“We appreciate the efforts of the local community and understand that this has been a long journey. We will continue to work with them and the Hume City Council as we enter this new phase of the landfill’s closure.

“EPA will continue to ensure that measures are put in place by the company to protect the environment and the community.”

The latest developments for the site will be discussed at the next Tullamarine Landfill Community Consultative Committee on February 21. 

The SITA landfill operating at Lyndhurst remains Victoria’s major site for the disposal of hazardous waste. There is sufficient capacity at the site to deal with the volume of Victoria’s hazardous waste.
 

