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 HUME RESIDENTS FURIOUS WITH EPA’S REFUSAL TO CLOSE TULLA TOXIC DUMP 

 

“We have lost all faith in the EPA. We will fight this decision, this very sneaky decision, by the EPA. We will not give up. We are not fooled by this latest smokescreen.”  

 

 

Residents will not accept this latest decision by the EPA because it does not guarantee the dump will close. In reality it means it is business as usual at Tullamarine toxic dump.

 

This smokescreen from the EPA achieves nothing because the closure date can easily be changed. Licence conditions are frequently amended simply by agreement between Cleanaway and the EPA without a public process!  That is simply a denial of natural justice. In fact this decision makes our situation worse. “It’s a cruel joke for Bruce Dawson of the EPA to tell me this is a victory for us”, said Kaylene Wilson, TTTDAG President and spokesperson.  “The monocell has been allowed to proceed”.

 

“We’ve had enough; we’ve seen too many broken promises to be fooled by this latest round of spin doctoring. We want the dump closed and cleaned up NOW!”

 

We will appeal the EPA’s unfair and dangerous decision at VCAT. We continue to demand that the gates be shut now. We want an end to toxic dumping.  

 

Furthermore, we call for an independent inquiry into the EPA and its inability to adequately protect the environment and the residents of Hume:

1. For not following the EPA Act 1970 

2. For lack of community trust

3. For lack of Accountability

4. For the perceived lack of impartiality

The EPA is supposed to protect us and our environment but all we ever see it doing is protecting the profits of Cleanaway. The EPA has again failed us, nothing has changed! 

 

It is the job of the EPA to face up to the issue this site poses. It has the power to close the dump immediately. However, it chooses not to.  WHY? 

 

This decision now makes the EPA responsible for keeping open the oldest toxic dump in Victoria when it knows there are massive problems at the site. This is cowardice and it must stop!

 

The EPA must do what it is mandated to do by its own Act - PROTECT the environment!

 

