TTTDAG MEDIA RELEASE

Terminate Tulla Toxic Dump Action Group Inc  (TTTDAG)
I had a meeting last year with Mr Mick Bourke (head of EPA).  At that meeting Mr Bourke promised that he would have air monitoring installed around the dump so that we could see if what we are breathing in is safe.  It took months of TTTDAG lobbying the EPA before it was installed earlier this year.  It was virtually installed at the same time the dump was closed.  (It was installed in the front yard of one of the properties on Wright Street which is the nearest housing estate to the dump- 500 metres away). Why install something when the dump closes.  We needed that air monitoring when the dump was fully operational.  

Mr Bourke had told me at our meeting that this monitoring would stay installed for a trial period of 12 months.
Again, virtually to the day, 3 months after it was first installed, the air monitoring was taken away when the dump was reopened to start the preparations for the capping.  We were absolutely furious as this is the time that we need the monitoring to be up & working, checking to see if we are being poisoned.

Again, TTTDAG lobbied the EPA to reinstall the air monitoring but as yet we haven’t had an answer to our letter which was sent a couple of months ago.

A resident notified me a couple of weeks ago that there was this strange device in the front yard of the house that had the air monitoring installed previously.  Upon investigating it I found out that TPI Cleanaway had installed this air monitoring pole.  The company that was doing the monitoring was EML (they are not NATA accredited).

The resident of the house called me yesterday very, very angry with Cleanaway.  He said that the monitoring device, when switched on made quite a loud whirring noise but he was willing to put up with that, short term, for the good of the community.  Cleanaway asked him if they could connect the device to his power supply and it would run one day in every 3.  The resident then asked what sort of compensation would he get for allowing Cleanaway to use is power supply.  The answer came back – NONE.  Cleanaway asked him to “Help us out in good faith”!  How dare they.  They have been poisoning the environment that we live in for the past 38 years & they ask him to help them out in good faith.  This man’s father, who use to live in the house in Wright Street, only passed away a couple of years ago from a very aggressive form of cancer.  He died a horrible death & they ask him to help them out.  It is absolutely disgusting that these corporate ratbags can get away with this sort thuggery.
The resident has asked Cleanaway to come & remove the pole.

TPI Cleanaway owe the community big time & they should be footing the bill for the power to run all of these air monitoring devices.

TTTDAG are calling on the EPA to intervene & have the air monitoring conducted by an independent company, one that is NATA accredited, and for Cleanaway to pay for the testing.
The communities of Westmeadows, Gladstone Park, Tullamarine & Attwood DEMAND IT!
Kaylene Wilson

President

Terminate Tulla Toxic Dump Action Group
Ph:  0402 135 507
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