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MEDIA RELEASE

Chiefs of Staff and News Editors  

COMMUNITY ANGRY WITH EPA
THIRD RATE CAP PLANNED FOR TULLAMARINE TOXIC DUMP
Angry residents will protest tomorrow from 12-1pm on the steps of the EPA, Herald & Weekly Times Tower, 40 City Road, and Southbank.

Tullamarine Toxic Dump is already leaking heavy metal salts into the groundwater. Vinyl chloride gas is also escaping off site (Golders’ Groundwater Secondary Risk Assessment Sept 2007).  The EPA is ignoring community demands for a world’s best practice cap. They have endorsed a third rate cap for Victoria’s worst toxic landfill site.

Kaylene Wilson spokesperson for TTTDAG inc. said “The EPA was more interested in protecting the lizards at Nowingi than they are in protecting the resident’s of Hume and Melbourne’s waterways and groundwater. The cap they are offering us has half the protection they offered the lizards. They are more interested in saving Cleanaway’s costs than they are in protecting the environment. It’s time the rest of Melbourne knew that the EPA is failing in its duty to protect the environment.

Harry van Moorst, Director of Western Region Environment Centre said “The Cap proposed for Tullamarine is not even as good as the one offered in 1996 for the proposed Werribee Toxic Dump. This site has Victoria’s worst chemicals in great volumes. There is no liner on the bottom and several groundwater reports have shown how serious the situation is.  The cap is critical in keeping rain out and thus reducing future leaking. There is no reason why this site can’t have a world’s best practice cap. The EPA received a submission from the Tullamarine Landfill Rehabilitation Advisory Committee in late September requesting an amendment to the license. They have not responded to the submission and have failed to show up at subsequent meetings. The EPA is treating the community with contempt.”

Friends of Steele Creek spokesperson Helen van den Berg said “Heavy metal salts leaking from the site indicate the path that dioxins and PCB’s will follow. The groundwater contamination coming from the site poses a very serious risk to Port Phillip Bay. The cap proposed will fail within 10-20 years. That’s not good enough. We also need the Liquid Non Aqueous Phase Leachate to be extracted to the maximum extent achievable. If the EPA won’t even give the site a decent cap then it’s obvious they are not serious about the clean up and rehabilitation. The EPA is not upholding the State Environment Protection Policies to protect the groundwater of Victoria. When they compromise the groundwater they compromise our future supply of drinking water.”
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