TTTDAG Media Release

TOXIC DUMP CLOSED - BUT COMMUNITY REMAINS VIGILANT

 

The announcement that TPI Cleanaway has closed its gates permanently at the Tullamarine toxic dump site is a relief to our community. We have defeated their outrageous proposal to extend the dump and we have achieved its closure earlier than previously announced. This is a decisive victory for our community because we have taken all the negative consequences of this dump and now we are determined to see that the site is cleaned up.

We demand that that a Section 173 Agreement be signed by Hume Council, EPA and TPI Cleanaway and TTTDAG. In the event that either EPA or TPI Cleanaway fails to abide by the proposed Section 173, TTTDAG or Council could then request VCAT to enforce it. 

We believe the Section 173 agreement should clearly:

  Require LNAPL and DNAPL to be cleared up as far as practical at TPI/Cleanaway’s expense.
 Spell out the requirement to take all extracted wastes (including LNAPL, DNAPL, contaminated soils, etc.) off site to approved treatment or storage facilities in accordance with siting policies approved by Government in 2000

 State that there is only a minimal LNAPL storage facility on site. That facility should only be for adequate storage for the collection, management, and transfer of LNAPL to an offsite treatment facility.

 

 In December 2007 TPI Cleanaway admitted that it had accepted triple the volume of waste they were licensed to accept. That fact alone vindicates what our community has said for decades, that the EPA was negligent in its supervision of this site.   

 

This is a victory for a community that has suffered for decades and now remains concerned about the long term health impacts of this toxic dump. The State Government must now investigate the health concerns we have regularly voiced. Why do we have such a high incidence of cancer?  Why have we had so many childhood leukaemia cases in this community? 

 

We look forward to celebrating our victory with all our dedicated supporters but we are still very concerned that this leaking toxic dump is polluting the groundwater of Victoria. 

 

Kaylene Wilson

President TTDAG Inc.  

 

